
 
 
 
 
The Secretary of State for Health is seeking to appoint 8 members of the British 
Pharmacopoeia Commission (BPC). The BPC is responsible for preparing new editions of 
the British Pharmacopoeia, the British Pharmacopoeia (Veterinary) and the British Approved 
Names publication. It also provides advice to the United Kingdom delegation to the 
European Pharmacopoeia Commission, of which the UK is a member state. These positions 
represent an excellent opportunity to be part of the overall system to ensure the quality of 
medicines in the UK. 
 
The BPC is looking for 6 professional members and 2 lay members.  
 
Candidates applying for the professional post should be at a senior or board level in the 
pharmaceutical industry, academia or the hospital service and should have a general 
understanding of the purpose and function of a pharmacopoeia and its place in the overall 
regulatory system (UK and Europe). Candidates will need to demonstrate recent experience 
in one of the following fields: pharmacy, analytical chemistry, biological sciences, herbal 
medicine, academic research and teaching, medicines standardisation/control, the practice 
or control of veterinary medicines, the hospital service or the pharmaceutical industry.    
 
Candidates applying for the lay member posts must be able to provide a broader judgement 
on risks and benefits to ensure that the BPC considers matters from the patient’s 
perspective in addition to the technical/scientific perspective.   
   
Members are entitled to claim a fee of £325 per meeting attended (usually 3 BPC meetings 
per year). Members will also be required to attend meetings of the Expert Advisory Groups 
(EAG) or Panels of Experts to which they are appointed. This will be for a maximum of 2 
meetings per EAG each year. 
 
For more information on how to apply please visit the following website.   
 
http://publicappointments.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/appointment/8-members/ 
 
If you require an alternative format such as braille, large print or audio please call Kully 
Kanda on 0113 254 6769 quoting reference A15-31.  
 
The closing date for applications is midday on Tuesday 1st September. 
 
The Department of Health values and promotes diversity and is committed to equality of 
opportunity for all. 
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